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Why was the Prophet
a Human?

Introduction

Several times a day we recite Sûratul Fâtihah in our prayers. In this Sûrah, there is a

verse saying:

 اهدنا الصراط المستقيم

صراط الذين انعمت عليهم غير المغضوب عليهم ول

 الضالين

“Guide us to the straight path -

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favour,

not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who

are astray.”1

1 Sûratul Fâtihah (1):6-7
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“those who have evoked [Your] anger” are the Jews, while “those who are astray”

are the Christians as the Prophet said: “The Jews are those who Allâh is wrath with,

and the Christians have strayed.”2 

How did the Jews evoke Allâh's anger? It was by denying and killing Prophets that were

sent by Allâh as it is mentioned in the Qur'ân:

لقد اخذنا ميثاق بني اسرائيل وارسلنا اليهم رسل كلما

جاءهم رسول بما ل تهوى انفسهم فريقا كذبوا وفريقا

 يقتلون

“We had already taken the covenant of the Children of

Israel and had sent to them messengers. Whenever

there came to them a messenger with what their souls

did not desire, a party [of messengers] they denied,

and another party they killed.”3

And how did the Christians stray? The answer to this question we can find in a

narration I which the Prophet was reported to have said: “Do not exaggerate in

praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave.

So, call me the Slave of Allah and His Apostle.”4

In  order  to  protect  us  from both  extremes of  either  denying  the  Prophets  or

praising the Prophets too much and giving the a status which is  above their

2 English reference: Jamî at-Tirmidhi, Vol. 5, Book 44, Hadîth 3954, graded as hasan by Darussalam

3 Sûratul Mâ'idah (5):70

4 Sahîh al-Bukhârî Hadîth 3445
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status  given  by  Allâh,  we  need  to  know their  status  according  to  Qur'ân  ad

Sunnah.

The status of Prophet Muhammad

It is known that the angels were created from light (nûr), the jinns from smokeless

fire and human from clay as the Prophet said: “Angels were created from light,

jinns were created from a smokeless flame of fire and 'Adam was created

from that which you have been told (i.e.,  sounding clay like the clay of

pottery).”5

Furthermore we can find numerous evidences that the Prophet was a human.

Allâh says in His noble speech:

قل انما انا بشر مثلكم يوحى الي انما الهكم اله واحد

“Say, 'I am only a man like you, to whom has been

revealed that your god is one God.' ”6

 قالت لهم رسلهم ان نحن ال بشر مثلكم

“Their messengers said to them, 'We are only men like

you.' “7

5 Riyâd as-Sâlihîn, English book reference: Book 19, Hadîth 1846

6 Sûratul Kahf (18):110

7 Sûratu Ibrâhîm (14):11
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He also says:

 وما جعلناهم جسدا ل ياكلون الطعام وما كانوا خالدين

“And We did not make the prophets forms not eating

food, nor were they immortal [on earth].”8

And He disapproved those who questioned the humanness of the Prophet by

saying:

وقالوا مال هذا الرسول ياكل الطعام ويمشي في السواق

 لول انزل اليه ملك فيكون معه نذيرا

“And they say, 'What is this messenger that eats food

and walks in the markets? Why was there not sent

down to him an angel so he would be with him a

warner?' ”9

In  fact,  He has described a tremendous punishment  for  those who deny the

prophethood of Muhammad in the following verses in Sûratul Furqân.

However,  unfortunately,  there  are  some deviant  sects  which  claim  that  the  Prophet

Muhammad was actually created from light. How do they get this idea?

There  are  some  narrations  which  are  falsely  attributed  to  our  beloved  Prophet

Muhammad, such as that the Prophet was created from the light of Allâh and “The first

thing that Allaah created was the light of your Prophet, O Jâbir”10. These are fabricated

8 Sûratul Anbiyâ (21):8

9 Sûratul Furqân (25):7
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narrations which must not be attributed to the noble Prophet as he said: “Whoever tells

a lie against me intentionally, then (surely) let him occupy his seat in Hell-fire.”11

However, there is a verse in the Qur'ân describing the Prophet as  “a source of light

spreading light” in the following verses:

 يا ايها النبي انا ارسلناك شاهدا ومبشرا ونذيرا

 وداعيا الى ا باذنه وسراجا منيرا

“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness and

a bringer of good tidings and a warner.

And one who invites to Allah , by His permission, and

an illuminating lamp.”12

However, we need to understand this verse according to the understanding of the early

scholars. We can e.g. look at the early interpretations of the Qur'ân.

If we do so, we will find in the Tafsîr of ibn Kathîr following explanation of the part

of the verse, describing the Prophet as “an illuminating lamp”: “The Message

that you bring is as clear as the sun shining brightly, and no one can deny it

except those who are stubborn.”13 

In the Arabic Tafsîr of at-Tabarî we can find following explanation:

10 Islamqa.info/en/75395

11 Sahîh al-Bukhârî, Hadîth 108

12 Sûratul Ahzâb (33):45-46

13 http://www.qtafsir.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1841&Itemid=89
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نــيرا  اجا  من ـسرا وضياء لـخـkkلقه يستضkkيء بـkkالنور الkkذي أتـkkيتهم بkkه مkkن: يقول  وا

 عند ا عبـاده

نــيرا  وإنـما يعنـي. ضياء ينـير لـمن استضاء بضوئه، وعمل بـما أمره يقول: من

14بذلك،  أنه يهدي به من اتبعه من أمته

„an illuminating light“ means „a source of light for His creation which seeks

light which you (o Muhammad) came with to them, from Allaah to his servants“

“lamp” means: “a bright light for the one who is enlightened by His lights and

commits deeds according to His command. And this means that He guides the

one who He has chosen from his nation.”

Therefore, we cannot say at all that this verse actually meant that the Prophet

was created from light.

The wisdom behind

Allâh is the All-Knowing and All-Wise. It is not permissible for a Muslim to doubt

the perfect wisdom of Allâh. May Allâh protect us from doubt that Shaytân may

plant into our hearts!

Allâh says in the Qur'ân:

 وما منع الناس ان يؤمنوا اذ جاءهم الهدى ال ان قالوا ابعث ا بشرا رسول

14 http://www.altafsir.com/Tafasir.asp?
tMadhNo=0&tTafsirNo=1&tSoraNo=33&tAyahNo=46&tDisplay=yes&UserProfile=0&LanguageId=1
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 قل لو كان في الرض ملئكة يمشون مطمئنين لنزلنا عليهم من السماء ملكا رسول

“And what prevented the people from believing when

guidance came to them except that they said, 'Has

Allah sent a human messenger?'

Say, 'If there were upon the earth angels walking

securely, We would have sent down to them from the

heaven an angel [as a] messenger.' “15

Ibn Kathîr explains these verses in his Tafsîr:

„Then Allah says, pointing out His kindness and mercy towards His servants, that

He sends to them Messengers of their own kind so that they will  understand

what he says and will be able to speak to him directly. If He sent to mankind a

Messenger from among the angels, they would not be able to deal with him face

to face and learn from him“16

Why would mankind be able to deal with him? Allâh is verily totally perfect, and

distant from all faults, human attributions and mistakes! The Qur'ân is the speech

of  Allâh  and serves us  with  all  solutions  that  we  need to  have a pure  faith.

Therefore, we can even find he answer to the above mentioned question, which

is:

وقالوا لول انزل عليه ملك ولو انزلنا ملكا لقضي المر

 ثم ل ينظرون

15 Sûratul Isra (33):94-95

16 http://allahsquran.com/learn/#s17d7q1t1p82
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 ولو جعلناه ملكا لجعلناه رجل وللبسنا عليهم ما يلبسون

„And they say, 'Why was there not sent down to him an

angel?' But if We had sent down an angel, the matter

would have been decided; then they would not be

reprieved.

And if We had made him an angel, We would have

made him [appear as] a man, and We would have

covered them with that in which they cover

themselves.“17

This means that an angel would not benefit mankind in teaching them Islam. If

angels had been sent down as messengers,  humankind had no possibility to

learn about Islam and later enter Islam. Either, they enter Islam on the spot, or

they are punished in the Hell-fire, as it will be the case on the Last Day, as Allâh

says in the Qur'ân:

يوم يرون الملئكة ل بشرى يومئذ للمجرمين ويقولون

 حجرا محجورا

“The day they see the angels – no glad tidings will

there be that day for the criminals, and [the angels] will

say, 'Prevented and inaccessible.' “18

17 Sûratul An'am (6):8-9

18 Sûratul-Furqân (25):22
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However, the All-Merciful and Most-Forgiving did not give us such a bad torment

yet. We are still  having the possibility to learn about Islam and to perfect our

manners, our beliefs, our deeds and our heart and soul.

Moreover,  there  may  be  many  other  reasons  behind  the  humanness  of  the

prophets. In the above mentioned verse, it is mentioned that Allâh would have

„covered  them with  that  in  which  they  cover  themselves”  because  they

would  not  be  able  to  look  at  the  light  which  angels  spread as  ibn  Abbas is

reported to have said: „If an angel was sent to them, he would come in the shape

of a man. This is because they will not be able to look at the angel due to light.“19

Furthermore, a prophet from human flesh and blood would know what human life

is about. Therefore, they could not claim that it was not achievable what angels

ordered them to do. For example, if angels asked humans to be patient in the

most difficult times, humans could get the idea to say: “You don't know what you

are talking about because you are not a human, so you don't have (the same

kind of) feelings!“ However, as the prophets were the most tested, we humans

have no possibility to claim that the prophets actually did not know how it is to be

tested, as the Prophet explained, when asked which people were most severely

tested: “The Prophets, then the next best and the next best. A person is

tested according to his religious commitment.”20

Lastly,  I  want  to  include  a  qur'ânic  verse,  which  sums  up  the  topic  of  this

research paper:

19 http://allahsquran.com/learn/#s6d7q1t1p4

20 Sunan ibn Mâjah 4023, graded as hasan by Darussalam
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اكان للناس عجبا ان اوحينا الى رجل منهم ان انذر الناس

وبشر الذين امنوا ان لهم قدم صدق عند ربهم قال

 الكافرون ان هذا لساحر مبين

„Have the people been amazed that We revealed

[revelation] to a man from among them, [saying], 'Warn

mankind and give good tidings to those who believe

that they will have a [firm] precedence of honor with

their Lord'?“21

21 Sûrah Yûnus (10):2
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